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Dr. M. Pandi

Professor & Head (Retired)
Department of Tamil
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To
The Special Officer - Project
Alagappa University

Karaikudi — 630 003

Respected Sir,
Sub: Submitting the UGC - MRP Final research project report — reg.
Ref: F. No. 5, 410/2013 (HRP), dated 19.03.2013.
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With the above cited reference, UGC sanctioned the amount was Rs. 8,64,600/- (Eight
Lakhs Sixty Four Thousand and Six Hundred) for my UGC-MRP entitled “Scheduled Caste
People in Devekottai Taluk and the Social Problem Occurring on Temple Workshop and
Solutions”.

I wish to bring to your kind notice that, | have received the first installment amount of Rs.
5, 46,600/- (Five Lakhs Forty Six Thousand and Six Hundred) on 19.03.2013 and | have spent
the amount of Rs.4,47,806/- (Four Lakhs Forty Seven Thousand Eight Hundred and six) from
the first installment. | have submitted the UC and research progress midterm report on 17.09.2014
in the UGC.

| haven’t received second installment amount of Rs.3,18,000/- (Three Lakhs and
Eighteen Thousand) from UGC till now. But | have completed my UGC — MRP due to my
retirement on 31.05.2020.

Hence | request you to return the unspent amount of Rs.98,794/- (Ninety Eight Thousand
Seven Hundred and Ninety Four) to the UGC along with final research project report to the
bellow address.

Address
The Under Secretary (FD-I11)
University Grants Commission
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
New Delhi — 110 002.
Thanking you
Yours faithfully
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OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT:

plfed @reaLmign QeBeEHHEG BwHULL  &Te QUGB USTTUTL(B, LIS
CaremiLg. &npssied 2 amaBBpLsd, CaleLs sapsid PesEap, CousnreaxiGipsell, Henem
seigubd Quiaw sthhd GO, Wsdams, WHHWL, LTM6D, QBUIGSL, LTENED 6160  EREUMS
Beoluginied QuUpsLL &I BoembE ampbs amihs B el UNSITOREST QsTesiL
ofs swsL, Jums Pepassiand oFF o o HHOFLOLUIGHMID GHD 2_emiTayb
TWhs &ipsvassied i@ eaeiug Caramperipp. BaaPunE Bupems ePur@, erGam
afur@ Gpwaafurg s UNbsar. Qew dHsbes o Lul( QzuIeud Hneymeurissit
Fawluglgud HpsCatulsosst L EHMID UMDeT, UTETgWT. GFmT, BIWSST, FTL IQUIT
BEISHT &0 UHBET GG UM  IGEIRIEST  SENEVWIDEBISETHL 6 &TeuHAMEHMLI
e_panda. QiPHnsCamnuiosaier Bret  aPuIGsEnw e, /B CINPTHSEHLD.
CumbAmelpréaserd Cpram)  Faps PDDawsEE albHI L. WESHET  SiculILGS
alipréseafier smfl gragsed, sml KEHO, G BSHH, Hmivsisst Qauwimsd, 1Y

| BDRGDHH. STy FTESHH A HwEH ULGIIMS ek Bepwimenr QuBm wWalPHEHID

SIMOFUL DID UTDHE! ubEIeTIET 6T,

Gpmplsdsannsd 2 meunen FTHsmend STevPameoulsd B, G el fsHg wasenenis
dfigsren whulL Aol sTHW o aaiaEmeNs SHNamig FaiHHD, HmpsCaruisisatien
sufun@aseiign, Aoalpresefiignd @plukismer olomealdbs sas DDWHEGE GHBHHLD
gDUGSBSwstenanir.  Binifeflenans UTGUIGSST QUi PN IEND usha wiwrems
CuEiBed, auflur’yed 2 _MewCsnyed, LLLE, weILEILY, LRSTR, Be, grHw o_feow
SIHIGID SMBIBSMTD GRUURS® alenemellbgis Qsretigmbsaipe. UQSHEI,
sevalwrealled CLLULE aumd SrbsL Lksalignd sTHser, WHLEST QILLNT 2 eWITeHenmed
aufur_ged, o flewemwl Cupgedsd Cursodsd Coianl, GYULKSEHD SisnwHullsienioud,
2_wifipluseEnw, CuImsT BPiussemn gHu s QETaiigmEGD g ipedserisd FPS
Bevelembmd, S DN, B ghpw smwg, suenisd Penesmend smbHe Qsrai®
Bsvamiey PEPRSSLCUDIAD.

WHETHER OBJECTIVES WERE ACHIEVED (GIVE DETAILS)
> dastms wvialLb, GpaltsrieL  alLgHgisen fpprisst  uamIDESWL
smugshen  HosCsninsmsgn OFsimy @m ey aufls SpssstiL  Hyeyssin
BzaMss L Bemsnen,

> @eelLgdgueien  Apgrisefed  eumeg  uev QedsanasaliOmbs  Crirsrae

suruileonsayd eflamplysdsst CETEHELLLEL Bosuesst Cesfdsn Quibmsiene.

> guiedsmbBaueien  emirseiled aSwwnaeirsefi (b, Uy & & enenaema @ fiw




Posbanieosallsd pPapps DHomalprbseisd Uk GataBL  CploLwns
Papasmms samiLaisaiib  Aobel awbd gad GOUUGS CQUBLGUHsTeE.
> v Qeigsaias GaelullGeen EeIBl UysItissT OBTE&HSIUL Beerer.
> foalprase, afurGssisy Pepbs eGbusse1s FbuaBGIs UIHSSOIULGLTT
(perpuiL Benevsaflsd AT AT T SuPMIAIL Sy sefleir 1h&6V&H6TT
QupULL Beitene.
> snwpsemeonuitsst, oA sLABST  STEUSO siempwWiarr  Qeweoun@set, &GS
afugeas sFragser HrlLUOUDBDsTeTE.
> s, QhdeF QFIRNSSTeTSET, usoCoumy @Hpsefled YWieyh SHemeolysdp GFBTL_Turs
Qeuefleurbgieien H&6UCOBEIT WpHelwen GraMasn Qub gy LUIeHGSL
UwisiLB S HULL Beitengl.
> Papbsy Bepsdser QpILILIGE o5&, BALEDD, Syusd FTAWS Heneoeuirseriien
BLaEmEssT SHSEHS SaHamias OHTaNE BHpoaamss:, Fups DI H61T
QeuefI Bsiten &MmBHIF FTIRIST HdL HEI BTG SSUUL BeiTeng.
> Quie OTLiyeLwWw  Ereoser, QUBBSeT, @FPseT LEHEDWD B GDyBEIT
2 pEeHrEsl Gupm CupGstaisst GYUY SILeLss CsraEE B SSULL_(HeiTenen.
> aampHed Cugid HEaEsHT QUDLULE SienWD QPUINGG 2 L LEHSLCUHDIsTENE.
> guieler  (pyellsd QUPLULL HHeuEdS6N e _Dolpréssltunm,  CumGssisemL e
argem sriwdgi e BhayPesoulsd elaurHdést Quipd FnCEIiTEeT HmHiHEIss et
afupp RUUgFSransenddd Bheyseh STemUUL ([Beivemen.
ACHIEVEMENTS FROM THE PROJECT
s Cpall Coralignd - PHwepsBINI Lpdsemiinb
Aaustns Il CoauadpradbBed 108 GCammulodssh o shene. B 108
Camuisvasend 8 Ufleysemrs INssLLL Gslemer. SiPd  CpaulsmenL QL GFeyeien
FmaBamuied eflurGeefied BPLEGL Hmeliprdsefsd (BMPHBHILCCLI(BEE) SIL L susnewr Rew
LEEEHEETE 2 fAoWwsEpd FQMESEHD  SNVL, STEOWLIS LRSEILE  umSDE.
BpPHmeCamuisd, Hmelprésefleds STPSHILLL  WEH6N Caraligudb@en QaFsoen Bweong.
CorauLd Ugss oiguod dAoLwrg.  Cuogub aufluriigsd o Mevw, efprealsd uRS®E e
WEBEHSETE  WeRILsULY, eliprellsd DienaTOumSES TR wiwren® Qumussd 616w SN HSHILD
ST gssardemed WHHNL SPILH  LHGSILGHDE. BNDSSULL CL TS SH
Corelled  Foelpréaaiied  aciely o Aowwd oefss i GLmb seiy  CaauBasmenL
VLS o cen g6 Ao sWHTUGHT (518 Apgidssr) oslbastesi. Qs sws
PPES TP, oNEESE OEIBBLIM  Sps  Caredsd Poalprasaiss  oimarsa




FPBSTWHHOGD LBIGHDBUS! SGIUGISTEN  BUIMLILTEISI. QEITe0, HUSEDS  OTOILL SHHI60
suurs CoauGsmienL Ll uGHWID SMPSHSULLCLIHES aPren @@Burainm DBSBET
STORISTEOWTS BLBE Cenmighsdana. Qop adisg o Nowssrssd GSJeo (AF:3 (CF:Y:]
SNPHSULLLeUTS6T L6 GaBTemeD QeuwnuL Geentenit.  @UGUTEID BHS Upsgenenuled H605H
wésefal WsHAW Tjwsismsn  siglarise oPHHE OCoaip Gaald aflipralled UL LD
dyss b CLmb. o few GsTemiLmL oI CLMD aam abUDISSH SI1E  CUTEISILIETIETIERIIT.
Q5 ossE CHNHHHTE BLBSHEST! SaUD yhwrgs ydgne o sing. @bsU uGHuileo
aféah OuEbUIEm DaSHaTSET  HIBISST maubSS STl FLLD D aumpbhSH
Qenakngmsdemeit. Sevirssfen QFLEOUTLIGE FLLID Sl SOeouiL (PQauHleoansv.
ASransse aBme g.prals LSl eib:
> gatamm oUHD HEH FLL QUEHDSSGLULL  6THSHU usAHUgd HHTeaens
BL SUQHMS CunQsrsiamiLLgmeSDEH  eTEID BOUSSSHHS CuUTHIOTEN &Y EAMBIHETT
AohbaTed oG 5SF CuDD ofsrismens QaTEHE G (PODBWTEN
LU Fflsveons ellFTenem CBASTETIMS 2 @ALGHS CausmiGw. (Ufiey 12).
> @al0am®m SED SHG YEHDEESLLLL abs uSHUgID aBDS SHABUGL ST
Aggauensd GEUNINLLLSTHS SaDid UL EHHH0 DieuT  LSMT QFUINSHDBETHD
wHED SEGH MPEMS H&H CUDBD sifsrfissmmed BwmuTSaD, urgulFlemiuib
alsmeren Qruusne =Moo oefss 2 sHHramsd GFuw GCeuemiBL. N §
yanr oiefHsHe oiedeod FT WD SieMsssa alenenars CurswrsCar 6060
oFspeHstar  LLTwaGEsl  ysmr  Ssfluuam, Friifund  sefilueubo
UTSHIBTSESULLL  (LPSDPWITEN pLagdmBSH6 6Bbs Caai®Gw.(Ufiey -13)
> Aggeawens  BLagsmsuieaTed uUTHsEILLLAGSS B  apBsSULGaISWIW,
(POEWWTEN  LODIITDEY oefasluGas 2 erafilL oeur plwruwres  Gurgiores
BOOLFG Qupeuppsta 2 fewenwiujd siefllugre LU seowly  Gouusmd
SQanm SIPSHD 2 HHIUTHD Gsuw CauemiGw. HiHraumsuiansd st BpHs
CrAL LT, Sisueny STHAGLUATSEHES BajLFG siefssiuL CasiGw. (Lfley -14)
BhAL STHWE STEMBHD FHHIEUD oo SeuLtew Wiy uBho CusL SigULL
o Medw&6i
> slLsPE (Pl SMTAGD Fwb FLLEEHG D DiMEUGESD FLOUTSHISTUL]
(ifley -14)
> sowb, @enb, #rgd, urd UpLULL QKAwaBeDs STIEMOISs: OB DTH

uT@UT® &M LbamLrg.(Ifley -15)




> FewiLrenw eWssiu @ oL L &l 1311:5) SUIYEUGH B0 SEBILTEMLD

soLUNgssLULLTEID Gomw. (fey -17).

wereller gLl Uflare @oudgiw, @BHu  owHwe FTFESHS  DiglueL
2 fleovwrs @mudgiy ulywidla  wesEECET  @FFLL  AIH@EHT  SESNBHBID
PoopCabpuuLmosd  SawLtaw  uwBap  agamsels @i Slexild s LILGaE .
Coraubasm e, alLgHeo ubam Caralossiisy FamLtemios QBTEMDWIL, UTGUIGD ;ﬂsusﬂ‘
AUENG 2 GRIMOWNS EmESDEI. SIUDOIET HauLTemwullst 2 FF SLLIOMIG SauiLBse
Canellellsd B OUDD Qawelenen Feli efensassm aMUIILEHE.

fAausnems  LIaLLD, GCraGsrienL  alLb,  H4OTUWSD ST  Beneow
TLMVSGHLULL G saLCpal ughsTwHE. CoHaGarieaLwWledmhs 3.8.18 OHTamevalsd o _siten
SaLCHel BnosHed sSeenisen(200 GBWUD), BILITS (25 GSBWLUD), susHeLWIT(10gGDLID)
uetenit (30 G@WUL), vpwiT (7 GHEWUD) 2 eaTefilL Fus wLHSET QMPHE CIMHESTDENIT.
e &LynosPed SPHwed GuIGETET] elagwumiseied (PROUBGESW Emms 2 sirefiL
SIMOHBH DBSNHRSMEMUYD STOTNEGD FHHUTE SETENITH6N 2 _6iTeNEHiT.

saLGpell uLFTWHEH SoFbusionf, weEEIW, GQFLIQUIIW,  HBIDHSHIT,
WeoelsGemB, Hrevenyit 2 eiefiLL UNCap HAppriemer o sieTL &g 8
STRHSIULL H605 WEEEHGS 66N §HGEEUIULL HaldH OHTGHUNGD.

UEhsTWHE ienalled WEEH OFTEMWE SMSHAGU UTTHSID UeieniT, LiEpHDWIT,
FpaHH wdasemen HSZSEET 60 FHalHP enelled o _sienewit. Cwevsnew QFWEAUTSTLONH
BIG (225 dynomsmend CSTMILE) 2 Ehswer BHIG (325 SynoRsmens  OsmewiL )
Qpaiafiener BIG (965 &Sgmomsemens OCEmabiLg) HEW BIEG WHESW ‘BIEBMmeNd’
2 siem_&BWE. BLHS ST0HHD saiLCsHel QFmiamapisd) meveaupir Csrelemeos &mfluyeiten
usPulsd QumLuTEIDWE FWsWTE FeOH WS BUUSHuls s aIBHauSETEND 1910
o piGHHEsT walls 2 fAowsErssTasl CUITTY aESTRID, CsTETLIM ST
aganset sSeoLiiyss pywealisbenso. Qa0 afur@, SPHUD BLaREDS, FUps
Cowur® Gursip UG Sl  weBUPSWIE  PEILTMWE  CBTEWSHEDHD,
WSUTGEEHL ARG Hosl amaHHTE 2 aiowwis QHsSng. e CaeNiuT_1HHSHTsH
Condmaiipreled SelgFibsmans FiHu QbGbse aLbiysEs DgIOAILFHOMD.
s1pw Bbgsseisa eausnopd Heidh wesefler GuTITLL P

CpauBasTioL. aLLHPN DiMaIHE WEEEHD, GEDTEE Fups g1 UTGUTGST D

g Ca BuHs agorEm e el 1979 @6 o homen AJTwHH o _een  SUINLSHTT




Gamelled Lgell aBUId FHedH WEBEHEGWD, S6eNT FUPHTW WLESEHSESW CLTHOD FHULL G
BoauHHed 5 Hels@EEst LUGEBTMN CFUWLLL L. @HHWIF GFweorsd 1979 b Kl
WH H6ls waseT sMILCHA CHEIMLHH0 ukig Gumsisoansv.

Booa SBHH 1997 @0, B uUpwelapbass oTihs BT SauLBsalullsd
CarauLd Uyss (Ywupdss Curg, em o &Esienit Faps DMENEHIGEMTL ST SEOLWISSH
Brésdles  STUOLBHSULLLTI. BECsTE) SHTEGHOTN 505 WLWEEHT CAGMIOLWHEH ©F
osmflwry  geip  GFibg, &H06 2 weset  CotaLw Ugssw o feow  Hebyeim
woBSLULLCpaa? aaid Cositall sqoUileir.

BasTesL LSS0 S, yHwu Hopsw LA Ppeerm LraLr Smpadewsmd CQFsvenes
2wt pHoanbHed 1998 Qb e AL wegy STEsEse GQFusTr. 24.6.1999 @sd Fy
Gausflunengl. ‘SimandhE WwEHEsEHD Bt Uydseomd. GsiaL Ugss wIaLL RKiTauNsd
UTHISTOLY eupkis GCeaiemiBld. 2 6L KMMLEEHEGESBU FLL @ubg urmofissiuL
Cauemid’ aan PHloadipd enamuiL .

L cebieud OsTHIL, @M Hov HeaniTseia HLOYSMHBWLTR HoH WDHE6
CpiaL Uyss wOSsLLLLEHIG GCoiaLpb gLealoame. Sg&sED CHCIMiLsms Sl
Ceupg. SibHE0HD UGl @CH GBI Penevenwsrer. 2003 LI QTG WwTILL
QU Awgned siwaamd CairaL Ugésemd aap sPaluipel Usigh H5e0H WwosmeT
CairauLd LgssallLmosd &elenit Faps wassT HKEAMOY OCFLg, serTsst WLGEW
CpiauLtd Ugdhad GxpCymLid pLHFT. 2005, 2006 Kb HeEBselled  SiepLWTETIOTS
ulgweler wdseT 10 Guir wpgd 26 GUT e ULG CUDMEIGEH, DIHWED EHTDW
BeopCapfusns s udls GFUH CBTEEILH.

s Cpellulled 2_sitenm Qanitamapidd medeugt  Garellsd UemwwWEen WIS
CanemiLgl. 1940-5enée (poam Bataralefar CarhbAmealpnailsd HedHHIEEHD, HILNTSEEHLD,
sSeleniBEBD UNG CuBn Bonsddpsr. ssmpy Heosoulsd G RWUUE a6ILH FTHTTEN
srfwd Sisvev. QuBBHTeT wosmns CoTHEH BDWHSSTOBIH LT RWENS. 19405EHEES
et seieniiest  HOGHEmns sr@w fAwnsl UGG sty Phasdar G Quess
sLig. @@ sdeiseid Fuelion®’ edGpsdend smPuipsdapai. odm WH Qo
amy LI G&US Bddss OBGLUISS Sy CsTeig®bssng.

“PemiLTemD S UTEIFAFWLED

ZeLIDO @ CUBHRSDDD

geamiLneow walSbSSOOLWHD GFuwied”

@bHu  opfwed  FlLwren  uBap  srsey  Uflaysmens  Ceremi®

omwbPHnberend sLsel Ugsdeenurerg 1997 W B ue  ufloremiseneTs
Cenei@ auenibd abPosOng. ELbH sTunsded selbsisEresn Qetiamapherosui




UpipBahigneiss onib Cubass s fomo D haslay. ey 15hus Dsam sy |
s e, @ poapenus el enb Ughan o fomumms BCBS Gabss sy |
sl 1pgQaBhhanmal,

Bbr opgid QuaLsmons s g 1991 agp 2l Comllsalan.  §AA,
Spseguimiumus Caihy Bmmes CabLbaunl paLrmpn ykly Gsiamaps ey
Cpippasipnciico oD s puph GrlSasdges.  ouens sl Dbpsah om i
dysbs oguwh wpsseH0 WLBokenwhd, 14 Geflinl bz B
i bmpsmned Hlgupo sy guphma. Radgshma Gpaimm, mtp 199 L0 B0
Qrdimen e whHodapbhe Cpii b gss, papsHLL  supssfaasamn o femo
CamBe adp yHu s s Auldm gmeoess LisisApeiumsnd owdsd, OC wg
gafiama  pakmd Qmlpl. 24061999 oBp Gsdma o ukGHoBpopn  ©omeasg
Bbpbsend Cphan b Ugbsend adgd A LIismbgfiu whusogsh e DaursHe
paml  owheentg aplsin. CouoiBo adgd sop fidea  (Ap.P.No.15/99D2)
WP,

B _Cu sLpp 1998 ayp ol wwse Domweld Besbow Usy DU
Bppbash  Cpion b Ugsbsh pe0snsmem ogofiiss S i3 GEQD STUsEED,
BR0bpbmch patsst oo Gg(luad adp sfupigad s1Hu Cosgbad 9Crgas w52
sty ABLBHES, pops ogs 199800 suma@ Caadid Cphan b Tgsou gamIdg
144 g 2 ppgeiona BHLLGIYY. DLPIA s 55 LD em fsens e D Jgsew
o flomo pe0sh wWEEEMAEG LWELSN(G abppshmg. oLLANE (Pl onaes@d S0,
sl Lunofih apoold ounEaGAGL ow Wiy adap BhHu  oedusd  stsapfd
swpped whpd Losamw Gy SPLHB0 Guaid 14d spax faimg Baasgin®
oy by om0 o s e Ldgbomsuld Ua2(1)Be Ba gussmen Cophlmssend
walpmyud  Gupbsmemipd  oEOBDTULID  Aben  MPDDEMETLED  IULGBMETULD
LuAUBSP BBssnD owspop yiibas CsIEE oymbd GHGamE PAGL (Peenu
ComhB adg smpOUL@simy. Bpp o fmosd sok Cpad whgmd opma  spPuphen |
ued p00p wvEIMby Do ph BosHppiT GApE Wihpd Hhounns  Geome.
pPwApy aptby Sodmas s dysaeb GUIpy, B (popisd smHu DS
@oame. opluim, Bprh Lida signbsbmp B (poEOLBLID CuUIILm o5
AwbHIppse Bomw. B Cu e fw  wEsSOUWE  uDSsabs(uGefien
prppbmbew oAy sLLOWgsIOy Beome adums ofu yYehpy amle P
aghiny CuigilLgamp wps sniddr onglum udBeon, 18 owgium uiGeon Gegud oy,
shfiuyemhey apownslon Boud mmy GLbHB WY




FiHu Qbssbseiedl UTGUTED & BubArSHeet UL FpLb:

ELBS 199890 QB Yoo samLBse DO SiGman splulsien UG Heds
wassT Geniemapigoroaugit  CairshAmelipralsi Curgl, aLbigégw 2 flow HlsEBELsEED
apms Coaei@w eam  Carfémssmu URIUTE  DPHHOTE  (PHIDEUSHHI  UIHSRTDEIT.
@pemsd wIALL MireuTasb, ®Teusd OO Setenit  FpasHEIl QuAwTTsamsmub, H695
FWPEHHIS HENEIRUT S METULLD SIDPHEIL uso(LpsHm CGuésauritdhensuisd FBUL®B
WbAMESLADRT. BB Cussamigamssefiled Fausniens I L QL FHHM606uT 1oTEUL L&
stalevginn sensTeliuurerr, CaauGsTL el CariLmiAwir, 9.8 uklsboerensir. FTHW
Qbpisseflar gPHHsen HrssT WLEY euLd UiguGumbd - ueiTeniT-UHBWITE DT DIPILAESH
WILCLMD eTeiiQ &n eubHmadamenir. H0dzbseT IgARAEsT BIESEHD 6L b BiguGumb
D OHTiTHE &l cubHmsdamentr.

@samed sSLHSH 1998,1999,2000,2001 gy Brei® ebasEny Csr @upssiLi
O o5 SUUGHUID 144 e o gzgelener Gu( wbHmELDH. QbSH HIGEG
QabaEnd CHTsHAmalon LI GL FHIH GEuwuLuL Bsitengl. H60% oS FWahdlan eniow
BeyM L $H0 @wemiugistar Affirmative action siydlwed, FWs, QUIGEMTSTT SIFSTID
Cureimensy OWETE GHUBSHSILL B UMBIDE. QATD  SLHS BTG QUIHLEISENTS
CuisamTampuisd Fys o LANE  gHuLalsoansy. SigEME 144 sL 2 Hzrey Gum (G
Bmiusrs Wmeu’ L Bieunsd  Fap ubHmULE FLLHwrsab BWITWLOT S 6uLd
ghUDLWLISTED Geoee. “SaaiLteaw Uity dalsd o Mool urgisTuLF FLLW(PCR Act)
BEbsH. SbHF FLLHHS Bp SSALTOWLHTE UTESTOUTS BmHHH. Ups b
FLLHADGU ‘usd Bevened’ eI saB LlgdhSiTSeN. Ung eusitsrGeniog SOUYFSL LD
(1989) Qarewif eULULLE. SLg @® FULD abgoiuls CxMwmpsd DITHD K EHID
USSP G aNewd HsH il Lew.

pPwap 2 syl wir suwdHsAprisGamr, oydwsd o Mews FNFMHMS WNiT
SpeinrisGemm, Seuisel F BLagdos aGUUHISTC & BuipsPet Caumen? i3
oL@ LG, Sp@iparsmss o5 SubHND Sienem Cureugy CeuemiBd SIIGM FHpemLw
SLOWEMENL  UDSsmisEh BLOYSMBWIGL. 605 wWssmMS FWEHFH  emIoW
PO L SF6d  DwANULBHETS  asiied s (pwHHEemET T L Bireur&Cuom
srasgpuiabn  aBsa Qosdprisst  adm  uTigHTe, asielly  uemflufeneuo
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Kandadevi temple car festival
mired in controversy

D. J. Walter Scott

DEVAKOTTA! (SIVAGANGA): The Kan-
dadevi temple car, which came to
agrinding halt in 1998 after Dalits
asserted their right to pull it, has
been in the centre of controversy
ever since it was rolled out with
four ‘vadams’ (ropes), exclusively
meant for caste Hindus, more
than 200 years ago.

The raging controversy refused
to die down even after Mahatma
Gandhi attempted to broker
peace between the ‘Nattars’ (Kal-
lars) and Dalits during his visit to
Devakottai on January 28, 1934.
At his meeting with the Nattars,
Mahatma Gandhi appealed to
them to “do justice to the Hari-
jans and treat them kindly as
brothers™ This years Aani
(June-July) festival of the Sn
Swarnamurtheeswarar Temple,
popularly known as Kandadevi
temple, begins on Wednesday
amid the controversy. The 10-day
matn festival begins with flag
hoisting after the Madras High
Court cleared the decks a fort-
naght ago.

The festival is m pass
off peacefully as urai
Bench of the Madras High Court
had said ‘0o’ to two contentious
issues - pulling of the temple car

ensure that the festival is b::
peacefully in compliance with

High Court order,” Superintend -
ent of Police Ashwin M. Kotnis
toid The Hindu He said 120 po-
h -

- s

-~

PULLING ON: A view of Swarnamurtheeswarar Temple and car at Kandadevi near
Devakottai in Sivaganga district. - PHOTO: L. BALACHANDAR

dran, who has done extensive re-
search on the issue, said the
temple was built during the Nam-
bi Pallavarayan period about
1,000 years ago and the car festiv-
al witnessed the first major law
and order problem in 1875 when
eight people were killed in a
clash. After the British inter-
vened, the temple car was en-
trusted with the Devakotta:
Zamin in 1895, but the ‘Nattars
got it back a year later and re-
sumed the festival in 1896. “The
festival was held every year since
1896, but not without clashes and
controversies after cultural and
societa) changes started taking
pince,” Mr. Chandran says in his
book “Porum Theram.*

From time immemorial. only

the ‘Nattars’ or Ambalams of four
‘Nadus’ - Iruvaseri, Unjanai,
Semponmari and Thennilai -
were allowed to pull the car,
while Dalits were asked to push it
from behind, whenever it got
stuck, he says in the book.
Alleging discrimination, Dalit
Viduthalai Koottamaippu leader
V. Karunanidhi said, “We oppose
the recognition of the ‘Nattars’
and ‘Nadus,” which are symbols of
slavery and Dalit discrimina-
tion.” Though Dalits took part in
the temple festival and worship,
they were not given a free hand in
car pulling and performance of

‘mandagapadi,’ he lamented.
Even now, only caste Hindus are
allowed to perform

Denying Dalit discrimination,
M. Athmanathan, Kandadevi
Nattu Ambalam (coming under
Unjaini Naadu), said the ‘Nattars’
wholeheartedly accepted Dalit
participation in the car festival
and it was unfortunate some
vested interests kicked up a row.

The temple festival has lost its
sheen this year as the car festival
could not be held and the ‘Nat-
tars’ were not involved in orga-
nising the festival, he said. “The
festival will regain its grandeur
only if the ‘Nattars’ are involved.”
he said. The ‘Nattars' are only in-
terested in organising the histor-
ic festival in a grand manner and
never wanted to discriminate Da-
lits and other communities, he
added.
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